
Governor Jon Huntsman, Jr. toured New Harmony to see how close the Blue
Springs fire came to burning into the residential community. Fire management
officials discussed problems associated with fighting wildland fire in the urban-
interface, and briefed him on the status of fires still burning in the area. One of
the issues discussed with the governor was the proliferation of cheat grass, an
invasive species that has increased the size and intensity of grass fires
throughout the state.


